
As under the copyright law in regards to Ownership here is some brief but important information; 

 

 

§ 201 · Ownership of copyright1 

(a) Initial Ownership.—Copyright in a work protected under this title vests initially in the author or 

authors of the work. The authors of a joint work are co-owners of copyright in the work. 

(b) Works Made for Hire.—In the case of a work made for hire, the employer or other person for 

whom the work was prepared is considered the author for purposes of this title, and, unless the parties 

have expressly agreed otherwise in a written instrument signed by them, owns all of the rights 

comprised in the copyright. 

 

(c) Contributions to Collective Works.—Copyright in each separate contribution to a collective work is 

distinct from copyright in the collective work as a whole, and vests initially in the author of the 

contribution. In the absence of an express transfer of the copyright or of any rights under it, the owner 

of copyright in the collective work is presumed to have acquired only the privilege of reproducing and 

distributing the contribution as part of that particular col-lective work, any revision of that collective 

work, and any later collective work in the same series. 

(d) Transfer of Ownership.— (1) The ownership of a copyright may be transferred in whole or in part 

by any means of conveyance or by operation of law, and may be bequeathed by will or pass as personal 

property by the applicable laws of intestate succession. (2) Any of the exclusive rights comprised in a 

copyright, including any subdivision of any of the rights specified by section 106, may be transferred as 

provided by clause (1) and owned separately. The owner of any particular exclusive right is entitled, to 

the extent of that right, to all of the protection and remedies accorded to the copyright owner by this 

title. 

 

(e) Involuntary Transfer.—When an individual author’s ownership of a copyright, or of any of the 

exclusive rights under a copyright, has not previously been transferred voluntarily by that individual 

author, no action by any govern-mental body or other official or organization purporting to seize, 

expropriate, transfer, or exercise rights of ownership with respect to the copyright, or any of the 

exclusive rights under a copyright, shall be given effect under this title, except as provided under title 

11.2 

 

§ 302 · Duration of copyright: Works created on or after January 1, 19784 

(a) In General.—Copyright in a work created on or after January 1, 1978, subsists from its 

creation and, except as provided by the following subsections, endures for a term consisting of 

the life of the author and 70 years after the author’s death. 

(b) Joint Works.—In the case of a joint work prepared by two or more authors who did not 

work for hire, the copyright endures for a term consisting of the life of the last surviving 

author and 70 years after such last surviving author’s death. 

(c) Anonymous Works, Pseudonymous Works, and Works Made for Hire.—In the case of an 

anonymous work, a pseudonymous work, or a work made for hire, the copyright endures for a 

term of 95 years from the year of its first publication, or a term of 120 years from the year of its 

creation, whichever expires first. If, before the end of such term, the identity of one or more of 

the authors of an anonymous or pseudonymous work is revealed in the records of a 

registration made for that work under subsections 

 

(a) Or (d) of section 408, or in the records provided by this subsection, the copyright in the 

work endures for the term specified by subsection (a) or (b), based on the life of the author 

or authors whose identity has been revealed. Any person having an interest in the copyright 

in an anonymous or pseudonymous work may at any time record, in records to be 

maintained by the Copyright Office for that purpose, a statement identifying one or more 



authors of the work; the statement shall also identify the person filing it, the nature of that 

person’s interest, the source of the information recorded, and the particular work affected, 

and shall comply in form and content with requirements that the Register of Copyrights 

shall prescribe by regulation. 

 

(d) Records Relating to Death of Authors.—Any person having an interest in a copyright may at any 

time record in the Copyright Office a statement of the date of death of the author of the copyrighted 

work, or a statement that the author is still living on a particular date. The statement shall identify the 

person filing it, the nature of that person’s interest, and the source of the information recorded, and 

shall comply in form and content with requirements that the Register of Copyrights shall prescribe by 

regulation. The Register shall maintain current records of information relating to the death of authors 

of copy-righted works, based on such recorded statements and, to the extent the Register considers 

practicable, on data contained in any of the records of the Copyright Office or in other reference 

sources. 

 

(e) Presumption as to Author’s Death.—After a period of 95 years from the year of first publication of 

a work, or a period of 120 years from the year of its creation, whichever expires first, any person who 

obtains from the Copyright Office a certified report that the records provided by subsection (d) disclose 

nothing to indicate that the author of the work is living, or died less than 70 years before, is entitled to 

the benefit of a presumption that the author has been dead for at least 70 years. Reliance in good faith 

upon this presumption shall be a complete defense to any action for infringement under this title. 

  

Now here is the tricky part, just because an Author has passed over, does NOT mean his work is not 

still Protected under Copyright Law and subject to law suits for use without permission from either the 

Publisher and/or Sole Heir to the Original Authors works to be reprinted, either via the internet or in 

another work. 

 

Title 17 http://law.copyrightdata.com/index.php laws pertaining to 1969, however, this link if you go to 

home allows you to choose the dates and years to see the previous laws and current laws. 

 

 

Please know the law and if you do not know then do not post. 

 

Copyright and the Internet these are excellent links to have to know the laws of Copyright.   

 

http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/copyright-internet.htm & 

http://www.pitt.edu/~skvarka/education/copyright/  

 http://www.keytlaw.com/Copyrights/cheese.htm 
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